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St. Paul Lutheran Church, Amherst, Ohio 

Sunday, May 3, 2020 
 

Live in the Light of Eternity. 
Do you feel like your life is out of control 
right now?  Staying home, keeping six 
feet from others, wearing a mask, schools 
closed, kids home, longing to be with 
family and friends:  all of this is common 
right now.  None of us would have 
chosen this lifestyle.  It was forced on us 
out of necessity.  The sense of security we 
find in controlling our time, relationships, 
finances, vocations is gone right now.  
Security, we will discover, is in surrendering 
all outcomes into God’s hands.  You can, 
even now, face each day with wonder, 
gratitude, freedom, and delight because 
God – not you – is in control. 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP  Dear Lord our God, we are thankful that You are    
our help in times of difficulty, our strength in times of weakness, our guide 
when we feel lost and alone.  We know that through Your Son, Jesus 
Christ, You have the power to transform lives, to bring strength to the 
weary, and hope to the broken hearted.  So we bring our worries and our 
burdens, our hopes and dreams, before your throne of grace, knowing 
that you are the Lord of our lives and the hope of the world. Amen. 
 

THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 
PRELUDE 
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WELCOME 
 
THIS WEEK’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
HYMN     “Jesus Lives!  The Victory’s Won ”   LSB 490, vss. 1,3,4   
  

1 Jesus lives! The vict’ry’s won! 
    Death no longer can appall me; 
Jesus lives! Death’s reign is done! 
    From the grave will Christ recall me. 
Brighter scenes will then commence; 
This shall be my confidence. 

 
3 Jesus lives! For me He died, 

    Hence will I, to Jesus living, 
Pure in heart and act abide, 
    Praise to Him and glory giving. 
All I need God will dispense; 
This shall be my confidence. 

 
4 Jesus lives! I know full well 

    Nothing me from Him shall sever. 
Neither death nor pow’rs of hell 
    Part me now from Christ forever. 
God will be my sure defense; 
This shall be my confidence. 

 
 
Public domain 
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INVOCATION  (Spoken Responsively)   

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

Congregation:  Amen. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
  P: “The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it.  

the world and all who live in it.”   Psalm 24:1 
 

'Unless the LORD had given me help, I would soon have dwelt in the 
silence of death. When I said, "My foot is slipping," your love, O 
LORD, supported me. When anxiety was great within me, your 
consolation brought joy to my soul.'  Psalm 94:17-19 

 
HYMN OF PRAISE  “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”   LSB 790, vss. 3,5  

3 Praise to the Lord, who has fearfully, wondrously, made you, 
Health has bestowed and, when heedlessly falling, has stayed 
you. 
    What need or grief 
    Ever has failed of relief? 
Wings of His mercy did shade you. 

 
5 Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him! 

All that has life and breath, come now with praises before 
Him! 
    Let the Amen 
    Sound from His people again; 
Gladly forever adore Him! 

 
Public domain 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY     
P The Lord be with you. 
 God promises: "Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by 

prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 
And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus."  Philippians 4:6-7 

 

   Let us pray. 
In our anxiety, fear and uncertainty, when hearts are heavy with the 
load we bear, and there is no one to turn toward but You; Yours is 
the peace that calms, the peace that comforts, the peace that gives 
us strength to carry on.  Yours is the voice we long to hear, ‘Be still, 
and know that I am God’.  Yours is the hand that guides.  In our 
anxiety, fear and uncertainty, in confidence we turn to You, Heavenly 
Father.  Amen. 

 

ANTHEM           “Love Crucified, Arose”  by Michael Card 

Long ago He blessed the earth 
Born older than the years 
And in the stall the cross He saw 
Through the first of many tears 
 

A life of homeless wandering 
Cast out in sorrow's way 
The Shepherd seeking for the lost 
His life the price He paid 
  

Love crucified arose 
The risen One in splendor 
Jehovah's sole Defender 
Has won the victory 
Love crucified arose 
And the grave became a place of hope  
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For the heart that sin and sorrow broke 
Is beating once again 
 

Throughout Your life You've felt the weight 
Of what You'd come to give 
To drink for us that crimson cup 
So we might really live 
 

At last the time love and die 
The dark appointed day 
That one forsaken moment when 
Your Father turned His face away 

 
Love crucified arose 
The risen One in splendor 
Jehovah's sole Defender 
Has won the victory 
Love crucified arose 
And the grave became a place of hope  
For the heart that sin and sorrow broke 
Is beating once again 

 
 

 WORD  
 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON               1 CHRONICLES 29: 10-16 
David trusts in God’s provision. 

10 David praised the Lord in front of the whole community. He 
said,  
   "Lord, we give you praise.  
      You are the God of our father Israel.  
      We give you praise for ever and ever.  
 11 Lord, you are great and powerful.  
      Glory, majesty and beauty belong to you.  
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      Everything in heaven and on earth belongs to you.  
   Lord, the kingdom belongs to you.  
      You are honored as the One who rules over all.  
 12 Wealth and honor come from you.  
      You are the ruler of all things.  
   In your hands are strength and power.  
      You can give honor and strength to everyone.  
 13 Our God, we give you thanks.  
      We praise your glorious name.  
        14 "But who am I? And who are my people? Without 
your help we wouldn't be able to give this much. Everything 
comes from you. We've given back to you only what comes 
from you. 15 We are outsiders and strangers in your sight. So 
were all of our people who lived long ago. Our days on this 
earth are like a shadow. We don't have any hope.  
       16 "Lord our God, we've given more than enough. We've 
provided it to build you a temple where you will put your holy 
Name. But all of it comes from you. All of it belongs to you.” 

 

R This is the Word of the Lord  
 
 

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON             2 CORINTHIANS 11: 21-30 
God’s everlasting love. 

 31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who 
can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son 
but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him 
graciously give us all things? 33 Who shall bring any charge 
against God's elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to 
condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, 
who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is 
interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of 
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Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or danger, or sword? .... 

37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him who loved us. 38 For I am sure that neither death 
nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to 
come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in 
all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 

R:  This is the Word of the Lord  
 
 
THE GOSPEL       JOHN 11:45-53; 12:9-11   

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twentieth 
chapter.  

The leaders attempt to control their future  
by plotting the deaths of Jesus and Lazarus. 

45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary 
and had seen what [Jesus] did, believed in him, 46 but some of 
them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had 
done. 47 So the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered the 
council and said, “What are we to do? For this man performs 
many signs. 48 If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe 
in him, and the Romans will come and take away both 
our place and our nation.” 49 But one of them, Caiaphas, who 
was high priest that year, said to them, “You know nothing at 
all. 50 Nor do you understand that it is better for you that one 
man should die for the people, not that the whole nation 
should perish.” 51 He did not say this of his own accord, 
but being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus 
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would die for the nation, 52 and not for the nation only, but 
also to gather into one the children of God who are scattered 
abroad. 53 So from that day on they made plans to put him to 
death. 

 9 When the large crowd of the Jews learned that 
Jesus was there, they came, not only on account of Him but 
also to see Lazarus, whom He had raised from the dead. 10 So 
the chief priests made plans to put Lazarus to death as 
well, 11 because on account of him many of the Jews were 
going away and believing in Jesus. 

P:  This is the Gospel of our Lord!  
 
APOSTLES’ CREED           

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.  
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
From there He will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life  everlasting. Amen. 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  Kendis Bender, Director of Christian Education 

 

 

SERMON     “FINDING LASTING SECURITY”   
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PRAYER CONFESSING OUR NEEDS AND SINS TO GOD 

   Gracious God, we have we have refused or forgotten   
Your rightful ownership of our lives and our livelihood.  You 
have asked us to use all that You have entrusted to us to 
respond in total love to the needs that surround us, but have 
found that kind of sacrifice unattractive.   
   Help us today to discover the great joy of surrendering all 
we have and are to You.  Help us to use Your belongings that 
You have given to us to manage so that we share the 
adventure of giving, and the wonder of Your spirit at work in 
us.  Forgive our sin and give us a new start.  We desire a new 
beginning.  Amen. 
 

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS 
P:  The God of the universe has loved you with an everlasting love and 

sent His Son, Jesus, who died on the cross so that by His power 
and love, you are set free to live a whole new life!  As you have 
confessed your sin to Your Heavenly Father and trust in the grace 
of Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven you, in the name of the 
Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 
SONG         “From the Inside Out”   HOUSTON   CCLI# 4705176    

 
 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATION   
 
LORD’S PRAYER   

Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this 
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day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
 P: May the love of the Father, 

the forgiveness of  the Son, 
and the presence of the Spirit, 
gladden your heart 
and bring peace to your soul, 
this day and all days.  Amen.   

 

  
HYMN      “I am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus”       LSB 729, vss. 1,4,6  

 

1 I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus, 
    Trusting only Thee; 
Trusting Thee for full salvation, 
    Great and free. 

 
4 I am trusting Thee to guide me; 

    Thou alone shalt lead, 
Ev’ry day and hour supplying 
    All my need. 

 
6 I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus; 

    Never let me fall. 
I am trusting Thee forever 
    And for all. 

 
Public domain 
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POSTLUDE  
 
 
Acknowledgments 

Divine Service, Setting Two from Lutheran Service Book 
Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by 

Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 
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This Week @ St. 
Paul 

Sunday, May 3, 2020 

 

Worship On-line During Coronavirus Self-Isolation time 
 

St. Paul’s building and “in person” ministries are temporarily cancelled.   Worship 
services and group meetings are happening ‘virtually” as we bring them to you over the internet.   
 

1. Worship Online – On Sunday morning every week St. Paul’s worship service are posted 
on line in a video.  You will find the video at both our website (www.stpaulamherst.com ) 
and our Facebook page.   

 On the Home page, Click on the box “Join Us for On-line Worship.” 
 Next click on the “Video” button next to the Sunday date.  You may also click 

“download” to view the entire worship service in printed form. 
 Bulletin Notes are available on the Home page.  Scroll down to “Weekly 

Bulletins / Monthly Newsletters,” and click there. 

2. Written Transcript – Perhaps you don’t have access to a video on line.  Then, may we 
mail to you a written transcript of the worship service and sermon?  Please call the 
church office, if you would like this option. (440) 988-4157.   

 
WORSHIP SERVICE LAST SUNDAY, APRIL 26TH, DELAYED 
Last Sunday St. Paul’s worship service video did not get posted to YouTube until mid-
afternoon.  We had technical difficulty uploading the video due to slow internet speed and the 
size of the file.  We have taken steps this week to correct the problem, and hope that it does 
not happen again.  We are sorry to those whom we disappointed. 

 

ADDITIONAL VIDEO ON SERMON TOPIC 
The Sunday sermons coordinate with videos we have available for you on line.  This week’s 
sermon ties in with Pastor John Ortberg’s third video entitled, “Resign as Master of the Board.”  
The videos can be accessed by clicking this link to Google drive:  
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1JqeC3e9Umi2LTJoPlh0QtIO2oDN18pYH  
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JOIN US FOR ONLINE BIBLE STUDY   

 

When the Game is Over 
It All Goes Back In The Box 

It’s a thrill to win at checkers or Clue or Trivial Pursuit. You 
sweep aside the other players and you “own” the board. It’s 
also a thrill to win a promotion at work … the new house you 
wanted … that sports car you’ve always eyed. But just like the 
game cards, the tokens, and the timer, those prizes are 
temporary. When the game is over, they all go back in the box. 

In this time we are re-evaluating what is most important and 
lasting in life, and what is only temporary.  The wisest player 
remembers that the game is always going to end. So what can 
we take with us to the kingdom of God? Only the love we have 
for Christ, the love we have for each other, and our own souls. 
While it’s not bad to be good at chess or Risk—or the game of 
life on earth—we can’t allow it to get in the way of what really 
matters.  This is a video and discussion Bible Study, based on 
Pastor John Ortberg’s book.   

 

 

Join us this Tuesday at 10AM.  You can join us on-line from home using Google Meet.  It’s simple 
to do.  Follow the instructions below: 

How to participate in this Bible study using Google Meet:  

Using a computer, ipad, or smart phone, simply click this link: https://meet.google.com/aqp-
aksv-zyd  

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS may be submitted any time of the week prior to by Saturday at 9:00AM.  
You may either place your prayer request on the “Prayer Wall” at St. Paul’s web site 
(https://www.stpaulamherst.com/prayer-wall/ ), you may email your prayer request to Pastor 
(pastor@stpaulamherst.com ) or txt Pastor (586/201-3302). 

 
CONTACTING CHURCH OFFICE  – During this time, the church office is closed, yet calls are 

returned daily.  Contact the church office for any way we can help you.  Leave a message 
at (440) 988-4157.   

PASTORAL CARE – Pastor Paul remains available to serve you for counseling and private 
visits.  Pastor is using phone and video calls whenever possible.  Contact Pastor by phone, 
text, or email (pastor@stpaulamherst.com;  586/201-3302). 
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  GIVING YOUR OFFERINGS TO GOD  

  THANK YOU to those who have continued to give to God 
financially and support this ministry.   

  March and April offerings have declined, and yet Church 
expenses remain constant during this time.  Your gifts are 
vital to the ongoing ministry of St. Paul.  

  MAIL IN YOUR OFFERINGS to “St. Paul Lutheran Church, 
115 Central Drive, Amherst, OH  44001.” 

  GIVE ON LINE through our web site.  Click on the “Giving” 
tab at the top of the page, and follow the drop-down menu.  
This method of giving to God is convenient, simple, and 
secure.      

 

 

 

Your Prayers are Important and Powerful! 
Prayer can do what government cannot, what education cannot, what 
military might cannot, and what planning committees cannot.  All are 
important, but powerless in comparison to prayer. 

Prayer can move mountains.  Prayer can change human hearts, 
families, neighborhoods, cities, and nations.  It is the ultimate source of 
power, because it is the power of Almighty God.  And prayer is 
available to even the humblest Christian. 

 

PLEASE PRAY THIS WEEK FOR: 

- Pray for  Tish Fraley (Mother of Cindy Galant), who is having surgery next Friday, May 8, 
to remove a cancerous tumor from her pancreas. 

- Pray for Ted Krause who is in rehab following a stay in the hospital. 

- Pray for Gladys Strauss and Helen Lau both who are in hospice care.   

- Pray for Cheryl Street as she begins treatment for cancer. 

- Diane Coffman, as she goes through another regimen of chemotherapy. 

- Jeanne (neice of Sally Krause) who is dealing with cancer.  

- Richard (Edna Klenz’s brother), who is going through chemotherapy for cancer. 

- Continued prayers for those with chronic illnesses or who are shut-in because of chronic 
illness: Eleanor Northeim, Barb Becker, Emma Jenkins, Charles Waryu, Jack Green, 
Don Lamoreaux, Lois Manes, Gladys Strauss, Ruth Pasta, Marilyn Green, Wade 
Hubbard, Andy Lasko, Joanne Werner, Ruth Murdy. 

- For those celebrating birthdays this week: Jan Beko-Nathan, Penny Becker, Madelyn 
Moore, Brian Starbuck, Jamie Smith, Debra Ehlert  

- Pray for local, state, and national leaders, for doctors, nurses, all essential workers, and 
senior citizens that God keep them safe. 

- Pray for people worldwide who have the coronavirus that they recover, and Jimmy 
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Ledbetter, a friend of Bruce McGlothlin’s, who has contracted covid-19. 
- Pray for the people of St. Paul’s congregation, that everyone’s faith remains strong 

through this time of isolation, and that God lead us to be in mission sharing His grace 
with all people.   

 

 
 
 
 
 

Church/Office: 440-988-4157 Fax: 440-988-5436 
E-Mail: churchoffice@stpaulamherst.com Church Website: stpaulamherst.com 

Rev. Paul G. Werner, Pastor  - Office: (440)988-4157 Cell: (586)201-3302 
Kendis Bender, Dir. Of Christian Education - Cell: (440)967-1792 

Rick Fortney, Director of Music Ministries Cell: (440)724-7189 
             Beth Naro, Preschool Director – Preschool Phone: (440)988-5427  

St. Paul   

Lutheran Church & Preschool 
Where living Grace[d] & Families Cross 
115 Central Drive, Amherst, Ohio  44001 
 

 


