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St. Paul Lutheran Church, Amherst, Ohio 

Sunday, May 24, 2020 
 

 

Live in the Light of Eternity. 
We conclude our series “Living in the 
Light of Eternity” today by remembering 
that all we have and are is a gift from 
God.  Gratitude is always a fitting 
response for a Christian, even in difficult 
times.  This weekend we remember 
how God has richly blessed this nation 
with men and women who 

served their country.  Our thankfulness to the Lord includes not only 
military veterans, but also all those who serve for the welfare of others.   
 
 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP  God, our Father, on this day we come together to 
remember those who gave their lives for our country and, in our own way, 
to say ‘Thank You.’  We remember also our loved ones who have died, for 
they have left no less a mark on our lives.  In this time of worship, renew 
our gratitude and love for those who have fought the good fight of faith 
and have entered into Your heavenly kingdom.  Amen. 
 

THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME 
 
 
 
 

HYMN     “God of our Fathers”     Lutheran Worship 501  (BLUE hymnal) 
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  God of our fathers, whose almighty hand 
Leads forth in beauty all the starry band 
Of shining worlds in splendor through the skies: 
Our grateful songs before Your throne arise. 

 
Your love divine has led us in the past; 
In this free land by You our lot is cast; 
Oh, be our ruler, guardian, guide, and stay; 
Your Word our law, Your paths our chosen way. 

 
From war's alarms, from deadly pestilence 
Make Your strong arm our ever sure defense. 
Your true religion in our hearts increase; 
Your bounteous goodness nourish us in peace. 

 
Text: Daniel C. Roberts, 1841-1907, alt.; Public domain. 
Tune: NATIONAL HYMN, George W. Warren, 1828-1902; Public domain. 

 
INVOCATION  (Spoken Responsively)   

Pastor: We begin this service of praise in the name of our Great God - 
God the Father and the  Son and the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation:  Amen. 
 

 

PSALM and HYMN of PRAISE – Psalms 33 & 145 
P: The Lord created the heavens by His command; the sun, the moon, 

and stars by His spoken word. 
C: He gathered all the seas into one place; He shut up the ocean 

depths in storerooms. 
 

P: Worship the Lord, all the earth!  Honor Him, all peoples of the world! 
C: When He spoke, the world was created; at His command 

everything appeared. 
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All: (sung)          LSB 966 
  Before you, Lord, we bow,         

Our God who reigns above 
And rules the world below, Boundless in pow'r and love.       
Our thanks we bring,     
In joy and praise Our hearts we raise 
To you, our king! 

 
P: The Lord frustrates the purposes of the nations; He keeps them from 

carrying out their plans. 
C: But His plans endure forever, His purposes last eternally. 
 
P: Happy is the nation whose God is the Lord; 
C: Happy are the people He has chosen for His own! 
 

All: (sung)   

  The nation You have blest 
May well Your love declare, 
From foes and fears at rest, 
Protected by Your care. 
For this bright day, 
For this fair land— 
Gifts of Your hand— 
Our thanks we pay. 

 
 

P: We put our hope in the Lord; He is our protector and our help. 
C: We are glad because of Him; we trust in His holy name. 
 

P: May Your constant love be with us, Lord. 
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C: As we put our hope in You. 
 

All: (sung)  

  Earth, hear your Maker’s voice; 
Your great Redeemer own; 
Believe, obey, rejoice, 
And worship Him alone. 
Cast down your pride, 
Your sin deplore, 
And bow before 
The Crucified. 

 
 

And when in pow’r He comes 
Oh, may our native land 
From all its rending tombs 
Send forth a glorious band, 
A countless throng, 
With joy to sing 
To heav’n’s high King 
Salvation’s song! 
 
Public domain 

 

    
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Let us pray. 

Lord, keep this nation under Your care.  Bless the leaders of 
our land that we may be a people at peace among ourselves 
and a blessing to the other nations of the earth.  Grant that 
we may choose trustworthy leaders, contribute to wise 
decisions for the general welfare, and serve You faithfully in 
our generation; through Jesus Christ, Our Lord.  
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C:  Amen. 
 

 
 WORD  

 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  Kendis Bender, Director of Christian Education 
 

 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                  2 SAMUEL 24:15–25 

“King David buys land to worship the LORD.” 
        So the Lord sent a pestilence on Israel from the morning until 

the appointed time. And there died of the people from Dan to 
Beersheba 70,000 men. And when the angel stretched out his hand 
toward Jerusalem to destroy it, the Lord relented from the calamity 
and said to the angel who was working destruction among the 
people, “It is enough; now stay your hand.” And the angel of 
the Lord was by the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite. Then 
David spoke to the Lord when he saw the angel who was striking 
the people, and said, “Behold, I have sinned, and I have done 
wickedly. But these sheep, what have they done? Please let your 
hand be against me and against my father’s house.”  

      And [the prophet] Gad came that day to David and said to 
him, “Go up, raise an altar to the Lord on the threshing floor 
of Araunah the Jebusite.” So David went up at Gad’s word, as 
the Lord commanded. And when Araunah looked down, he saw the 
king and his servants coming on toward him. And Araunah went 
out and paid homage to the king with his face to the ground. And 
Araunah said, “Why has my lord the king come to his servant?” 
David said, “To buy the threshing floor from you, in order to build 
an altar to the Lord, that the plague may be averted from the 
people.” Then Araunah said to David, “Let my lord the king take and 
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offer up what seems good to him. Here are the oxen for the burnt 
offering and the threshing sledges and the yokes of the oxen for 
the wood. All this, O king, Araunah gives to the king.” And Araunah 
said to the king, “May the Lord your God accept you.”  

      But the king said to Araunah, “No, but I will buy it from you 
for a price. I will not offer burnt offerings to the Lord my God that 
cost me nothing.” So David bought the threshing floor and the 
oxen for fifty shekels of silver. And David built there an altar to 
the Lord and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings. So 
the Lord responded to the plea for the land, and the plague was 
averted from Israel.  

 
R:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
 

 
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON                ROMANS 5:15–21 
 

 The free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one 
man’s trespass, much more have the grace of God and the free gift 
by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ abounded for many. And 
the free gift is not like the result of that one man’s sin. For the 
judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the 
free gift following many trespasses brought justification. For if, 
because of one man’s trespass, death reigned through that one 
man, much more will those who receive the abundance of grace 
and the free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man 
Jesus Christ. Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all 
men, so one act of righteousness leads to justification and life 
for all men. For as by the one man’s disobedience the many were 
made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many will be 
made righteous. Now the law came in to increase the trespass, but 
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where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, so that, as sin 
reigned in death, grace also might reign through righteousness 
leading to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

R:  This is the Word of the Lord.  
 

 
 
 

THE GOSPEL LESSON      MATTHEW 6:25-34 
R:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixth chapter.  

25 “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what 
you will eat or what you will drink, nor about your body, what 
you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more 
than clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow 
nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father 
feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 27 And which 
of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of 
life? 28 And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the 
lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor 
spin, 29 yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not 
arrayed like one of these. 30 But if God so clothes the grass of 
the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the 
oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little 
faith? 31 Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we 
eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we 
wear?’ 32 For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your 
heavenly Father knows that you need them all. 33 But seek 
first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these 
things will be added to you. 
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34 “Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow 
will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own 
trouble. 

 

R:  This is the Gospel of our Lord!  
 
APOSTLES’ CREED           

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.  
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
From there He will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life  everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

HYMN      “Our God, Our Help in Ages Past”       LSB 733, Vss. 1-3,6 
1 O God, our help in ages past, 

    Our hope for years to come, 
Our shelter from the stormy blast, 
    And our eternal home: 

 
2 Under the shadow of Thy throne 

    Thy saints have dwelt secure; 
Sufficient is Thine arm alone, 
    And our defense is sure. 
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3 Before the hills in order stood 
    Or earth received her frame, 
From everlasting Thou art God, 
    To endless years the same. 

 
6 O God, our help in ages past, 

    Our hope for years to come, 
Be Thou our guard while troubles last 
    And our eternal home! 

Public domain 

  
 

SERMON     “PLAY WITH GRATITUDE”   

 

PRAYER CONFESSING OUR NEEDS AND SINS TO GOD 

Lord God, we confess to you our needs and sins.  You have 
showered us with blessings beyond compare, but we have not 
been grateful, and we have turned away from You.   

You have given us everything that we need to live a joyful 
life, yet we complain and desire more.  We are not content. 

You continue to give Your love to us daily, yet we turn to 
other things to give our love, instead of loving You. 

Lord, we bow before You today asking for Your forgiveness.  
Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS 
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God has loved you with an everlasting love that forgives our sin and 
makes all things new.  Your sins are completely forgiven and you 
are set free to live a whole new life, in the name of the Father and of 
the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

SONG  “Mighty to Save”         CCLI  4591782 

SET 2 

 
THIS WEEK’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATION   
 
LORD’S PRAYER   

Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this 
day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
BENEDICTION        

P Let your lives witness to Christ’s love. 
Let your words bring harmony in relationships. 
Let your thoughts be of peace. 
Let your touch bring healing. 
Let your actions radiate care. 
Be a sign of hope and bright light of joy. 
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And may Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor And  give you peace.   

C Amen. 
 
 
HYMN  “A Song of Peace” (Tune: LSB 752) 

  
 This is my prayer, O Lord of all earth’s kingdoms, 
 Thy kingdom come—on earth Thy will be done; 
 Let Christ be lifted up ‘til all men serve Him, 
 And hearts united learn to live as one: 
 O, hear my prayer, Thou God of all the nations. 
 Myself I give Thee—let Thy will be done. 
 
 This is my song, O God of all the nations, 
 A song of peace for men in every place; 
 And yet I pray for my beloved country  
 The reassurance of continued grace: 
 Lord, help us find our oneness in the Savior, 
 In spite of differences of age and race.  Amen. 

   
 

POSTLUDE  
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