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WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR? 
 

Would you be my neighbor? Such an amazing word is that word neighbor. 
Such a simple word.  

Think back in your own life to where you grew up and who your neighbors 
were.  When I was a boy growing up, we knew every family on our block by 
name.  We knew all our neighbors.  They were our world!  Now, after all those 
years there is still a bond.  The care between neighbors   is still there.  

Neighbor is such a powerful word. It's a wonderful word, neighbor. It comes 
from the old word nigh. To be nigh, to draw nigh, is to be close to somebody. 
Then bur is an old German or Dutch word. It means to dwell.  Nigh-bor.  Just say 
it like you are from Australia:  “nigh-bor.”  (Everybody say it) 

There is no word quite like it. If you think about that word neighbor. 
In cities like Cleveland, Pittsburg, and Columbus – they often emphasize 

having great sports stadiums, great theater, restaurants, parks, and art.  The 
biggest single factor by far that helps a city flourish is actually good 
neighborhoods. When people do something just as simple as caring for their 
neighbors, all kinds of things begin to happen. 

When neighbors care, the elderly are watched out for. At-risk young people 
stop being so at risk. Crime actually goes way down.  People begin to take better 
care of their homes   and property values go up.  Isolated people are less lonely. 
Most of the problems we have    could be eliminated or greatly reduced   if our 
cities just had enough really good neighbors. 

Jesus had something to say about neighboring.  Jesus said, "Love your 
neighbor…" His words have to do with your neighbor and your neighborhood?  

Jesus actually gave us the most strategic proposal in human history to actually 
have an impact on our world.  

When Jesus said “love your neighbor” this is a significant to His message. 
It's not a footnote to Jesus.  He gave it quite a lot of airtime. One day, a religious 
leader asked him, "Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?" Of 

course, in Israel, they loved the Law.  Jesus replied, "Love the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind." 

Then Jesus does something very unexpected, something quite staggering. 
He ADDS to it. He says to the guy, "And the second [commandment] is like it: 'Love 
your neighbor as yourself.'"  What do you mean the second? The guy didn't ask for 



2 
 

two. But Jesus says the second is just as important. The second flows out of it. In 
fact, “all the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments."  He’s 
saying that love for God and love for people are inextricably tied together. In fact, 
You cannot love God and not love people. 

Jesus weds these two together.  If you do not love people, then you cannot 

love God. He quoted this not once, not twice, but EIGHT times.  Jesus says 

this so often that it became known to this day, 2,000 years later, as the Great 
Commandment.  

Folks, You cannot succeed at life and fail at love,   and you cannot fail at 
life if you succeed at love.  Love is what your life is all about, Jesus is saying. 

        Now it's very important to understand what the Bible means when it 
says to love your neighbor because there is a lot of confusion about what exactly 
love is. It's not a sentimental thing. There is nothing soft about it.  

The best definition of it I know is very, very simple and is very concrete. To 
love your neighbor is to intend their good. To love somebody is to intend their 
good as God wills good, as God defines good. 

Paul puts it like this. The commandments (you shall not commit adultery, you 
shall not murder, you shall not steal, you shall not covet, whatever other command 
there may be) are summed up in this one command: Love your neighbor as yourself. 
Love does no harm to a neighbor, like stealing or coveting.  They harm our neighbors. 
Love doesn't do that. Love doesn't harm. Therefore, love is the fulfillment of the Law.  
Romans 13:910. Love does no harm to a neighbor, or to put it positively, love seeks 
good for the neighbor. Love always seeks good for the one I love as God defines 
good. Love is will to good. That's what love is.   

Love is not desire. Our culture gets quite confused about this, especially 
around romantic love. Love is not the same thing as desiring somebody.  

I desire lots of stuff that I don't intend good for.   I have a weakness that I 
love chocolate.  I love any rich, gooey, bites of chocolately heavenly bliss.  But I 
don't will their good.     I don't work for them to realize their potential and to 
flourish.     I don't safeguard them. I want to eat them.          Love is not the same 
thing as desire. You can desire tremendously and not love at all, and it happens 
in our world all the time.   

Love is not the same thing as doing what somebody else wants me to do. 
Any parent who ever has a child understands that really clearly.  As a parent, you 
have to do things to a child that they don’t want you to do – like feed them 
vegetables when they spit them back out, like insist on going to bed to get 
enough sleep when they want to stay up late, like teach them to share their toys, 

and so much more.  To love somebody is to will their good as God defines their 
good.  It is to want them to become their best selves as they were made to be .. 
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and sometimes the other person will pressure me, beg me, whine to me   to give 

in to doing what is NOT for their good as God defines good.   If I really love 

them, I'm actually willing to do what’s for their best.   
Love’s object is not a cause, but a person.  Jesus says, "You are to love…" 

Notice this word. "…your neighbor." Not a cause. Not some group of people who 
are conveniently located on the other side of the globe, some place really far 
away where I'll never actually have to be put out by coming into contact with 
them. Love your neighbor. Your neighbor is the real, flesh-and-blood, imperfect, 
difficult person   life brings you into contact with. 

 So we're actually going to get concrete on this, because the idea when we 
come together is not just to hear an interesting sermon about interesting ideas. 
It's to actually put God’s Word into action   to shape our hearts and lives.   We 
actually want to follow what Jesus taught. So we're going to get really concrete.  

I want to ask everybody, if you would for a moment, to pull out a pen or a 
pencil. Then get that little chart in your bulletin.  It looks like this. There is a house 
on there.  

Again, we're just going to roll up our sleeves and actually put God’s Word 
into action in our lives. 

 Everybody pull out that little chart. Get a pen or a pencil.  
Now this is a little representation of your neighborhood or your apartment 

complex or wherever it is you live. This house that is in the middle of the page is 
YOUR home.  That is where you live. Then somebody lives to your left. 
Somebody lives in the house on your right. Somebody across the street, / or 
across the hall,    to their left, to their right.  

I know. Some of you are saying, "Yes, but I live on a corner lot, so that 
doesn't apply to me. I'm off the hook." Adjust, people. Work with me on this. 
There is your home in the center – your residence. There is somebody who lives 
on either side and across the way. 

Here's what you're going to do. If you're going to love people, it helps to 
know their names. It's hard to say, "Hey … You / Person living near me."   
Eventually having a name to attach is a good thing. So we're going to take the 
next couple of seconds and write down the names of all the adults who live in to 
the right of your place of residence, and to the left of you, and in front, and 
behind where you live.  Write down all the names you can. 

If you know anything personal about them, like a hobby or a dream or 
something, write that down too. Actually do this. In the next couple of moments, 
write down the names of all the adults in each one of these houses. I'll take time 
for everybody to do that, and then I'll go on.  
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Question on this:   How many of you were able to fill out the names of all 
the adults in every home around you?    On average at churches, about 10 % of 
people are able to do that.  In fact, they actually call this the chart of shame 
because it just tends to be kind of convicting.       It was for me. The first time I 
read it, it was like, "I have WORK to do on this!" 

For all of us:  because we actually want to do what Jesus asks us to, 
everybody here has a job :  Get to know the people living around you over the 
next few weeks.  To fill in all the names in all of these homes on your chart, you 
actually have to go to your neighbors’ homes and talk to the people. So it's not 
just send your spouse out to do it. The idea is we're all    actually going to do this. 

I know. I know. I understand this will be harder for some of us than it will be 
for others of us. I get that.  Some of us are introverts. It's just harder. It takes 
more energy. It's more draining. It's more work. God knows that. And some of 
you are extroverts. It's easier for you 
just by nature.  

A wonderful way to do that is just start by asking people questions. It's such 
a simple thing to do. "When did you move here? Where did you grow up? What 
brought you out here? What do you do for a living?  

How much is your house worth?" Just simple questions like that. If it's a 
couple, you might ask, "How did you meet?" I love that question. It's always a fun 
question. "How did you guys meet each other?" 

You might bake something and take it over to somebody's house. In time, 
invite somebody over to watch a game. Notice somebody who has a need and 
help them. 

ALL of us – introverts and extroverts - You can start by just finding out 
names and then pray for your neighbors. 

Again, to love somebody is to will their good, to want them to become the 
best person they can be. That's at the heart of love. You don't just desire them to 
make you happy; you will their good.  That begins with prayer.  “God, would you 
bring your good into this person's life?”  Ask God to bless them. Ask God to give 
you a chance to love them. 

Jesus taught us to pray. "…your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as 
it is in heaven." What would it look like if God's will were done in your 

neighborhood?  
What would it look like if his kingdom came, if is his will was done in my 

neighborhood? Well, it would just be really simple things.   The Golden Rule 
starts to happen. I do unto others what I would like to have other folks do to me. I 
get to know somebody's name. I notice their life. I'm just friendly to them. I just 
acknowledge them. This is not rocket science. You don't need an impressive 
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résumé or an advanced degree. All of us can do this.  We can all pray. We can 
all learn names.  

Then another real simple thing, - real practical stuff - bear with your 
neighbor, like forgiving when that is needed. 

It's very interesting. The initial command to love your neighbor in the Old 
Testament is in the book of Leviticus, where it's written, "Do not seek revenge or 
bear a grudge against anyone among your people, but love your neighbor as yourself. 
I am the LORD." That's where it all started.  

Did anybody here ever have a neighbor who was hard to get along with?  
Somebody who is kind of cranky    or they play their music too loud    or they 
complain against your mostly well behaved dog   or your mostly well behaved 
child     or they say unkind things?     

Did you know every neighborhood has cranky, difficult people? If you look 
around your neighborhood and you can't identify who that is…, then it’s probably 
you.   I'm just sayin'. 

We will have to pray for help to forgive   or just be gracious or to be wise.   
We can't do that on our own power."    

Now this is really important. This is why Jesus' Great Commandment ties 
these two items together. Love God as your greatest treasure, and love your 
neighbor as yourself. These two are not meant to be detached, because you cannot give what you do not have.      you 
cannot give what you do not have. 

If you've ever traveled with kids on a plane, there is that odd moment 
during the flight instructions when the flight attendant says, "Before you put the 
oxygen mask on your child's face to save their life, put the mask on your face to 
save your life."   Why do they give that instruction? For a really good reason. It's 
really hard to help somebody else when you're dead.  

For Jesus, love was not a value. Love is at the core of the person who 
created the universe. It is no coincidence that there will be these instructions, 
"Love your neighbor as yourself. I am your God," because they taught that there 
is a God who loved you and loves you continuously.  And this God wants to be 
loved by you.   

Every human being matters equally not because they're all equally smart 
(because we're not) or equally attractive   or equally able   or equally anything 
else.  Each human being matters because we're all equally loved and cherished 
by this great God.    That's why when you see a human being, no matter what 
their IQ or their color, we love them because they matter to God.  And I know in 
my heart that they matter to God because I personally know in my heart that I 
matter to God.  I first know Jesus’ love for me – His forgiveness for me.   This is 
where we start. John, Jesus' follower, said in today’s New Testament reading, 
"We love because he first loved us." We can't give what we don't have." 
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     Now why do we do all this? Well, there's a reason, and it's grounded in 
God. Jesus said a long time ago words that are often read at funerals.  

 "In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you."  

Whose neighborhood are you going to end up in? That would be Jesus'.  
When you move in, Jesus will not say, "There goes the neighborhood." He'll just 
say, "Hi, neighbor."   God wants to be your neighbor … forevermore.  Jesus said, 
"In my Father's house are many rooms…" How many? We don't know, but they're 

not full yet. He keeps wanting more.  He wants your neighbor there too. 
What if every one of us did what Jesus said? We could. It's not rocket 

science. It doesn't take an advanced degree. It doesn't take an impressive 
résumé.   It's, "Love your neighbor." Any of us can do that, and this is great in 
God's eyes.  The second part of what Jesus called the Great Commandment.   

Next week, we're going to take the next step.  Please be here for that one.  
AMEN. 

 
 


